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PRESENTATION OF GAVEL TO THE COLUM- 
BIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

By DR. JAMES DUDLEY MORGAN, President, 
November 9, 1909. 

This gavel, made from the root of the red cedar tree 
which marked the grave for nearly a century of that 
genius and patriot, Pierre Charles L 'Enfant, is pre- 
sented to the Columbia Historical Society. It is pecu- 
liarly appropriate that a society which has worked so 
unceasingly and zealously for justice to and recogni- 
tion of a genius who gave up country, home and friends 
for our cause, should receive as a relic and memento, 
the heart and root of the cedar tree, which has for 
generations stood as his only headstone. Erect, ever 
green, now resting, now sighing with the winds, its 
growth and strength came from his very ashes; it stood 
as a sentinel, a constant reminder, as a link with the 
past. 

Today L 'Enfant rests in historic Arlington; an 
honored grave and pomp are his. And the cedar tree 
has fallen, but from -its trunk and veins this gavel 
has been made for you. 

The eternal laws of compensation in the end work 
out all things aright and the " mills of the gods" 
though slow, ofttimes grind exceeding sure. 

With this gavel is also presented the correspondence, 
clippings and illustrations incident to the life of L'En- 
fant and the removal of his remains from Green Hill 
to the rotunda of the United States Capitol and thence 
to Arlington National Cemetery. 
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